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- Stage

oghlan Tells of the
Has Undergone in 50

Changes

Years

#8. Back to Days of Wal-|
%'s, Where She Long
!al_ Leading Woman.

L

kAl "_y ROSE COGHLAN.

# HAD been in New York for a sea-
#an or two, but viewed it rather
as a girl “unskilled, uniettered”

whit be expected to do, and at the |

pointment I shook the dust |

{: I “provinclal" city off my san- |

3 and ran back to London exolaim-

& that I should never return. I did

D in 1877 and have been here
, knowing no other home

what [ am—a true Ameri-

. ©ount up ‘the years mora defi-

¥ and you will ind that my retro-

it of our stage covers half a cen-

r

’{. - And here I pause, but it Is only for
& breathing spell. Before the recent
@At tendered me by all those kind |
g thers fell on me the doubt, |
jating to an artist, however a]d.{
I'might never act again, It has
d, thank God, and in its place is!
confidence that with & period of |
up in the mountains where I
im going to take it, the headaches
&t hive oppressed, even deadened,
will disappear and in the autumn
4 a part Is offered me that I can
Play I shall be able to take it.

SBe Isn't OId in Spirit,
Whatever Years May Say

For I am not an old woman . . .
‘the thought! Every tooth in
head is strong and is my own

~ {and there are at least thirty of them),

'y avery organ functions perfectly; I can

-~ ¥alk and carry myself like a young
i Tirl, apd to judge by appearances 1

. }mlﬂ, Eive halfl my vitality to some
L en of so-called “flapper”
st have sufficient for my own
1 love lite strongly, but it must
the life of the theater, so, with any

€ at all, if T must "lag” I know
where I shall do it.

But &ven while I Am making these
‘serlous statements there arise in my
- mind questions that must be in the
 mf !of the people who have always
;f'_M 8o good to me—my audiénces—

‘and these I want to answer with all

~eandor.
- And.the first is, Why should an
iftress who rarely has been “at lib-
".@s the professional phrase de-
hes one without an engagement,
d who for thirty or forty years has
_ commianded a large salary and re-
~ celved it, why, I repeat (or they re-
‘peat), ‘should such a one be in want?

Many Reasons Account
: ity For Impecuniosity

The popular answer to this question
is a reference to the happy go lucky
.| bohemian temperament, long consid-
~ered suflicient to cover extravagance
: folty of artists in money mattera
answers are not so kindly in
tention, sometimes imputing to the
i 4 tendency to gamble in Wall
|Street or to live beyond his means.
~ In my own case none of these things
: ?Q.:pll?u. Almost from my fourteenth
. year I have carried the responsibili-
ties of & family. 1 was no older than
~ that when I went on the stage in Eng-
- land, and at sixteen I played Lady
Macbeth, so that it did not seem so
unreasonable that I should help out
. mear and dear relatives. ¥For my sls- |
' ter Eily I provided a musica! educa- |
tlen at the Paris Conservatory of
Musie, and from my own to the suc-
ceeding generation [ have had the
happiness and the opportunity to
serve my own dear ones. F‘nr.thm-|

than this I shall not be constrained to | lachrymose “Camille,” beloved of the |

mk_. |
Always an artist who has gained ﬂ|
eertain recognized position on the stage
I8 compelled by her position to live |
a little beyond her means, To save 1;1!
not customarily permitted her; shp|
must spend a great sum on her cos- |
tumes every year, she must go to the
leading hotel in every city she viglts
in a professional tournee. Bhe can
do nothing without & personal mald,
in many cases a personal manager is
as much of a necessity. These ex-
‘penses, forced on one by the law of
moblesse oblige, are no more to be
avolded than those of entertaining
guests In the White House can be
omitted from his personal budget by
the President.
And to complete whut 1 wish to say
on this truly dslicate subject, after a
'p woman has been half u century on the
. mtage parts suitable for her to ncl‘
. @re mot often provided by tha modern
playwright. Her very reputation fre- |
quently stands in her way. It was |
" only recently that 1 was sent for by |
" 1 of managers and offered a

good role in a modern play by | mensure these things, but perhaps it |
an Englisih author. The script wun|
placed In my hands, terms discussed, |
everything, In faect, carried out ex- |
onpt. the signire of a contract.

L

7
ROSE COGHLAN.

A few days later T went into the
manager's office to carry out this
formality and he handed me a cable
dispatch from the author in London.
It read: “Miss Coghlan has been a
star herself; don't want ker" This
kind of thing happens often.

An Actress of “Certain Age”
Difficult to Fit With Part

Thus for almost a decade an actress
“of a certain age" has been often
unable to find a play suitable to her
talents, and when she took one which
wasn't it was a stroke of luck if she
got more than three months salary
out of it, Meanwhile it may be as well
to remember that there are twelve
months In a year and one has to dine
the other nine.

Salaries to-day, irreapective of repu-
tation and ability, are set af a far
loftier figure than they were In the
§0s. For an example, when I played
in the stock company organized hw
Mr. Lester Wallack after he moved

the theater which bore his name up |

to Broadway and Thirtieth street, al-
though T was leading lady my salary
was but $200 a week.
suflicient for extraordinary demands
upon it. SBuch a one was made when
the play “Forget-Me-Not" was put on.
For the three gowns, hats, &c., T wore
in that modern play I went to Parls
#nd they cost me a cool thousand
dollars, a great sum for those days.
Later this expense was considered
when at the end of the season the
company wished to give me a benefit.
1 chose to play in the famous and

voung “tartiets,” which is what dear
Harry Montague—idol of the matinee
girls—uged to cull them.

Even If it is a digression in thig
rambling story I can't resist telling
about this benefit. Osmond Tearle
was the Armand and the rest of the
cast was made up of distinguished
names, The house was packed, the
audience was delighted and the
flowers 1 received filled three car-
riages. The check handed me as the
result . financially of the benefit
amounted to §2,400, which repaid me
for being so extravagant in my dess-

‘Ing in “Forget-Me-Not."

Between this, for me, epochul mo-
ment and that great night, the Iast
night of Wallack's Theater, when 1
had the privilege of reciting the epl-
logue after “The School for Scandal”
A great many years were (o elapse,
years crowded for me with happy
waork and opportunities that I shall
always be grateful for., How much I
learned of my art as different parts
wers given me to study and how
much of human nature! 1 cannot

is possible for me in & long retrospect |
to see with after vislon the changes |1 was 30 my own mood angel told ma strenuously,

that came over the theater,

It wns not |

this city in matters theatrical has al-
tered tremendously. as tremendously
as the city itself has changed. Who
that knéew New York in the '80s and
908 would recognize it now, and who
that loved the theater in that bygone
time would ever have forecast what
it would become?

I do not say unreservedly that the
change has been for the better, but
the things I do not like in the theater
of the present day do not discourage
me for the future of the drama. That
is too great a thing to be ruined by
a transition period of bad taste. It
will live and grow better and greater
when thousands of its present man-
agers and actors are forgotten. Art
of any kind cannot be killed by the
transient popularity of certain ex-
ponents, And the art of the stage bas
weathered a good many things,

There was  notking harmful, but
much that was trivial in the sort of
entertainment prevailing in the period
& gpeak of.. The ideals of Lester Wal-
lack were not high,” bif tHEY were
clean, and when he found that his pub-
| lin was tiring of ingipld pieces he had
one resource which never failed him,
tha sparkling comedy of the eigh-
teenth century. ‘The little plays that
Angustin Daly made over from the
German which had tremendous vogue
died naturally at the very moment
that a society public here and in Lon-
don were acclaiming Ada Rehan and
John Drew In the performance of the
leading characters in them. Daly
took refuge in Shakespeare and put
the comedies on successfully.

Did Not Realize Theater

Had Passed From Him
| 'These were but stopgaps, however,
| and the latter days of this great man-
| uger were sad because he did not real-
fga thkat the theater had passed away
from him. His attempts to mount in
| elegant style British melodrama and
: his hurried effort to be first with such
| auccesses s “"Cyrano de Bergerac"
wore the efforts of a tired and dis-
| couraged man. The public was sa-
| tiated with everything which it kad
loved for so long. It turned like a
child to musical comedy, and for a
Daty offered this kind of

| time Mr,
food,

I need not speak of the fallures of
other more experienced and more
| fambus entrepreneurs, for in the same
period I personally made my biggest
attempt and came a woeful cropper.
This was when as hctor-manager I

portance.” Plaving the “woman™ my-
=elf and with the most expensive cast,
everybody working as earnestly and
serfously as I did for the play's suc-
cess, it turned out g dire failure, 1
lost by it every penny 1 had saved.
As I look back upon this venture 1
can blame nobody but myself. Before

| to keep myself to “good woman" parts,

put on Wilde's “Woman of No .lm-|

Half Century Behind New York
Footlights Lends Authority
to Her Views.

which was one of my most popular
| roles, should have taught me {f the
good angel had proved volcelose, IL
wis my own cholce to play Lady Dolly
in that play, but M:A Wallack was firm
and cuadt me for the seventeen-year-
{old Vere. He engaged Caroline Hill
for Lady DoWy. 1 was the moras
reconciled, for Caroline und I were old
pals, playing together in Londen in
Merriwell and Palgrave Simpson's
piece “All for Her.” in whkich, by the
way, my Lady Marsden got brilliant
comments.

Virtuous Women Parts i
Always Succeed Beést on Stage

But T did not learn the lessop on
the stage which life has taught me; 1
hankered aftex the brilliant, sparkling,
Fintellectual parts that playwrights so
frequently write for their characters
not notable for morals; 1 preferredth:
wily, brainy, insidious women, the
Ziockas, La Belle Russcs, the Forget-
me-nots, and would never play, &t
least never choose the admirable, Iov-
able but “mushy’” heroines, Had I
never appeared in any but in sympa-
thetic, virtuous- characters I might
Lave made a fortune In etarring. For
my days were those when the Amelias
ruled the stage.

Let me tell a little story.about the
pluy “Moths” that concerns Miss Hill
and myself. When on the firet night
of this play came the great scene he-
tween mother and daughter, Lady
Dolly and Vera, wheh sha whispered
& terrible truth in my ear 1 shrank
back and involuntarily gave a scream
of Lorror. Naturally, slnce sRe was
an artist, she quickly smothered this
scream by placing her hand over my
| mouth, The applause was tremendous.
| We responded together to call after
call. The papers next day were unani-
mous in praise of us both, and I sin-
cerely Loped things would continue to
be pleasant.

But it was not to be §o. On the sec-
ond night in the same scene Miss Hill
anticipated my scream, putting her
hand over my mouth before I could
utter it and screaming herself. The
scene was killed, {

I said nothing that night, and next
day Mr. Wallack wrote me a delight-
ful letter, telling me I need not have
feared playing at 30 the part of TVera,
for T had beauntifully 'succeeded in
portraying a splendid type of young
rwoman. I was not, however, satisfled
and would have carried my complaint
to him, but he was {11." Tnstead I went
to Theodore Moss, his manager, and
inquired if Caroline Hill had a signed
contract for the following scason. He
replied that the management had
given her a contract to sign but had
not signed it themselves.

“8Bhe ig very clever, don't you think
80?" he added.

"Very,” 1 replied; "a great deal too
clever for me, I want my rights as
an actress respected, but I cannot
fight for them. TIf Miss Hill remains
in the company 1 shall return to Eng-
land.”

Mr. Moss reminded me that they
held my signed contract for another
SEABON. -

“Yes, I know it." sald I, “but T ran
away in '73, and I'll do the eame In
g3

In these early years that must seem
antedilavian to the hundreds of young
people playing mow I made my first
tour and learned something about
America and Canada, The tour came
about for the reason that Mr. Wal-
lack for 'a large sum of money was
persuaded to let Mrs. Langtry's debut
occur in Wallack's Theater, the Park
tTheqter, where she was to have
played, having burned down.
| Charles Frohman directed our tour.
| We opened in Toronto, which seemed
| to be about the only town that had
| knowledge or appreciation of the fa-
mous Wallack company. For the firset
time in_ its history it played outside
its own theater in a repertoire of the
old comedies. The tour was scarcely
a financlal s Irx ber play-
ing in Baltimore at the Academy of
Musle, and when salary night came
around tMere was in the house about
§300,

I shall never forget Mr. Frohman's
| answer to me when I told him I was
| ashamed to take the §400, represent-
Ilng’ my salary, he had handed me.
|l-'=ntd he: “You cegtainly have earned
it, for you and My, Gilbert are the
| only members of the company the
people outside of New York seem ever
to have heard of. Besides, whatever
the business ls, it's all in & manager's
life."

Defense of the Methods

Of the Older, Trained Actor
| We older people are accused—I
think unjustly—of playing a little too
eclipsing the natural
For my own part I have kept

note,

In that space of time the laste of | Indeed mv success in the role of Vera, | ahreast of the times, eliminating ges-

ture where It ig out of place and
studying always for the most medern
and naturalistic effects. But I cannot
forget my early traiping, which
taught me hew to speak on the stage
80 that T can be heard in all parts
of the house. ‘This, 1 contend, Is a
duty of a stage player.

I go to the theater nowadays and,
though wseated but a few rows back
and not being aMicted with deafness
I cannot hear more than a third of
the lines spoken, This Is false to art,
to nature and to every ldea for which
the stage stands. 1 might make other
criticisms of acting seen during this
long experience, but I hate to be
called a ‘grouch,’ and, seriously, I be-
lieve the faults of our young people
will either be overcome or else these
young ones will find other avenues for
their activities. and a new generation
will arise to benefit by their faults,

A few years ugo T published in Tue
Sux some ‘chapters of my life story.
Then I took occasion to declare my
faith in the certaln Improvement of
the theater, Countless leiters reached
me due to this publication warmly
commending my attitude of optimism.
1 am writing this while convalescing
and am soon to go to the mountaine
to complete it.

I shall ecomplete something else at
the same time 1f I have the strength,
and that is "Rose Coghlan's Fifty
Years on the Stage."

Alberta Crops Planted.

EpmoNToN, Alberta, June 3.—Accord-
ing to an officlal crop report of the De-
partment of Agriculture, the third week
in May found practically all of the
Alberta crop In the ground, the grain
beginning to shew, while seeding of oats
gnd barley Is well under way in all dis-
tricts. The weather has been cool and
showery. with few warm days, and the
growth has been rather slow. Moisture
conditions continue to be generally sat-
{sfuctory.

Girls at Radcliffe Must Learn to
" Swim i Order to Get a Degree

clagsmen at Radcliffe are de-

manding of all and sundry
why, and why again, the pool Is so
crowded this apring. They never seem
to be able to get o quiet swim any
more. Is wasn't that way when they
were freshmen, they declare. Then
the pool was used throughout its six
weoeks period, but there were breath-
ing spells when not more than half a
dozen were enjoying its cooling watera,
To-day it is full from morning to night
and enthusiasm is at a pitch never
before reached.

To Miss Ellzabeth Wright, for
twanty years physical directop of the
Radcliffe gymnasium, this result is due
in the maln, Ever since the peol In
the basement of Hemenway Gymna-
silum was opened she has striven to

persuade the council to make abillty
in swimming a requirement of the de-

gree.

“Yes," said Miss Wright, “for six
years swimmjng has been & nominal
requirement, But it is hard to insist
on girls learning to swim when the
poal 18 open only aix weeks each year.
When the endowment fund drive is
over we may hope to have it in use
for a longer period. But, of course,
that would necessitate an increasing
number of instructors if /it were open
&t the same time as the gymnasium, as
well as another janitor to manage both
the furnace and the regulation of the

Dll’t‘lmi‘.b but lordly upper

r.
“But we have had a real step for-
ward this year. The council has
stated that every girl must be able to

swim in order to get her degree. On
the strength of that we have made
the conditions somewhat more severe,
although we allow four years for their
completiom."

The requirements as they now stand
include: (1) Floating on the face for
a gquarter of a minute; (2) floating on
the back for half a minute; (3) enter-
ing the water by dive or plunge head
foremost; (4) swimming twice the
length of the pool (a distance of 130
feet) in good form with any standard
stroke; (6) swimming the length of
the pool in good form with any atand-
ard back stroke. Beginners must have
three periods a week. This year at
least two freskmen learned enough in
the first five woeks to be able to ful-
fill all requirements as well as demon-
strate two other strokes.

Miss Wright declares “any average
girl should be able to get control of
rher breathing and learn encugh abdut
floating, changing from back to breast
and swimming on the back to be at
home in the water as well as atart on a
side stroke in the six weeks period.”

The method followed In glving in-
struotion is that originated .by the
Misses Bhefeld. In this rhythmical
breathing with the head submerged is
insisted on as a first step, followed by a
front float and a back float. Confl-
dence | gained by land drill in com-
ing to a standing position from either
float and by practice in changing from
back to breast and vice versa, When
the finnl stage of back and-slde stroke
is reached it is found that the girls
have rot the usual tendency of begin-
ners to hurry their strokes, but take
them with ease and confidence. Diving
lessons are begun as soon as the pupil
iy far enough advanced and suMciently

sure of herself to go into deep water.

Great interesat In swimming has been
aroused this spring by a course in five
lessons given by n member of the Rea
Cross Life Baving Instruction Corps
It was announced thut only (wenty-
four could be accommodated, but
thirty-three enthusiasts turned Qut.
Accordingly the Red Cross kindly al-
lowed their representative, Robert
Miller, to give three extra lessons in
order that more might enjoy the in-
struction. On the last day a demon-
stration of resuscitation was given for
the benefit of the whole collegs.

Half strang'ed girls can still be ob="
served in the pool daily trying out on
a friend the break of “the front
strangle hold,” the “over arm carry"
or the “saddleback carry.” By the end
of the course nearly all could break
from the various holds possible to a
drowning man, carry a person thelir
own weight the length of the pool in
several different ways and lift a person
their own welght in shallow water
and carry him ashore. They were also
expert {n fetching a weight from the
bottom of the pool and In applying
artificial respiration. The Interest has
spread like wildfire, and many who
did not take part this year are already
planning for next.

The annual spring swimming meet
between the classes has taken place
for twenty years.

The interest this year is augmented
by the fact that the class of '23 is to
present to the college a silver cup in
memory of their classmate, Ellen Ran-
dolph Bartin, the youthful winner of
last year's meet, who died in Parls
this winter. This will be competed for
annually., Besides the winner of the
whole meet each winner of an indi-
vidual event is awarded her class
numerals.
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When Electric Cleaning

Enters Your Home

OF all housekeeping drudgery and monotc;ny
' that of cleaning is the worst. You can, in

a pinch, farm out

your washing and ironing

and you can dine out. But dusty, dirty floor

coverings, hangings

and furnishings cannot be

sent out without great inconvenience and dis-
comfort. They must be cleaned at home either
by the tired housewife or by engaging expensioe

outside help.

Broom-and-duster cleaning never cleans clean. -
It is but a “lick-and-a-promise,” driving the
dirt from room to room, into hidden, inaccessible
places where it collects disease germs and is an
ever present menace to health and happiness.

The home must be cleaned and
kept clean for hygienic if not for other
reasons. The problem is how to doit

l
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thoroughly, completely and cheaply.

Communities having that
grade of electric light and
power service which it is
possible to give only when

Several million housewives have found she
answer in the electric vacuum cleaner.

The difference between cleaning the old
way and electric cleaning is like the difference
between washing with plain water and washing
with soap. You cannot wash clean without
soap nor clean clean without the electric

vacuum cleaner.

The electric vacuum cleaner soon pays for

itself by saving costly cleaning

labor, time, and

by preserving cherished household furnishings.

Furthermore, the housewife will pay less for
the electricity to run hef machine than she

now spends for soap!

the company receives fair
treatment invariably are
the leading communities,

industrially,
and socially.

These progressive com.
munities are the chief ad
vocates of electric labor
savers such as the electric
vacuum cleaner.

Banish Dirt and Dust } S
Ahe Electric Cleaner Way 5

Y

Your dealer or lighting company
will gladly prove these thi
you. Telephone for
of electric vacuum

to
demonstration
eaning.

The Electric Cleaner brightens, freshens and prolongs the life of carpets, rugs, floor coveringi. hangings
and draperies, as well as removing all dirt and dust from the hidden cracks, crevices and corners.
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